
 

November 2016 Newsletter 

 
Calendar of Events: 
(New Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

 

Nov. 5-6th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival,  

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 12th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Dec. 10th- Christmas Party. 

 

 

 
If you didn’t make it to the Lone Star Bonsai 

Federation Convention you missed out on seeing 

beautiful bonsai such as this buttonwood. 
 

 

 

Don’t forget about the Japanese 

Garden Fall Festival Nov. 5-6th.  
 

President’s Message 
By Acting President Steven Hendricks  

 

I need to start out with a big apology over the 

mix-up with our October meeting schedule.  It was 

to be on the fourth Saturday this month because the 

second Saturday is always reserved by the Gardens 

for the Cavalcade of Flowers and the third Saturday 

was the LSBF convention weekend.  The change in 

weekends was made on my calendar but not on the 

calendar of the Botanic Gardens and it was probably 

my fault.   

It is time to put down your trees for winter.  

Our earliest first freeze is November 7th.  The 

average first freeze is the 21st.  Don’t put it off until 

the last minute.  But do wait until after our show at 

Fallfest.  Our display at Fallfest at the Japanese 

Gardens is in just a few days, November 5th and 6th.  

Please participate by bringing trees for display or by 

just being around to staff the display.  And to those 

with trees or other plant materials to be sold at our 

booth, please bring them that Saturday morning. 

Thanks to Bruce Harris for putting together 

or slate of officers for the next two-year term. We 

were to vote on the slate at this month’s meeting but 

since that didn’t happen, Bruce will present the slate 

this month and we will vote on them as well. 

Mark Bynum put on an entertaining talk 

about bonsai to members of a local garden club last 

month.  We appreciate his outreach.  We need to get 

new members. 

The 2016 LSBF Convention at Corpus 

Christi is done and they did a tremendous job.  Some 

photos from the convention are included in this 

newsletter. 

We will have a short Board of Directors 

meeting at the Japanese Gardens on Saturday at 

11:00 should any of the membership wish to attend. 

 

Fall Japanese Festival Show & Sale 

Saturday & Sunday, November 5th and 6th  

             
We will be exhibiting trees and selling small 

plants and bonsai for a fundraiser at the Fall Festival 

at the Japanese Gardens.  We need club members to 

bring trees for our display.  We will also need help 

setting up and taking down the display, staffing the 



show, and to help with sales at our sales table.  We 

can unload at the small parking area behind our 

display space and re-park our cars elsewhere in the 

Botanic Gardens.  If you don’t know where this 

parking lot is located, ask one of our members. 

Set up will begin around 9:30 on Saturday.  If 

you are bringing a tree please bring it at that time or 

let us know beforehand what you are bringing so that 

we can space the trees most efficiently.  We close 

down on Saturday around 5:00 and lock up the trees 

and stands in the food pavilion.  We bring the trees 

out again around 9:30 – 10:00 on Sunday morning 

and close shop around 5:00.   

We ask that, if you bring a tree for display, 

the pot be clean.   If possible, some sort of top-

dressing should be placed on top of the soil.  Moss or 

fine gravel work well for a top-dressing. 

If you have some of the small junipers we 

styled in February or any other material to sell at our 

booth, please bring them as well. 

It doesn’t require a lot of knowledge about 

bonsai to help staff the display.  We just need eyes 

on the trees and people to answer general questions 

about bonsai.  It is usually a beautiful time of year to 

be out in the Japanese Gardens so please consider 

volunteering. 

 

From our Program Chairman  

Steven Hendricks- 

November Program:  
This is the last Club Artist Workshop this 

year with Howard and Sylvia Smith, local bonsai 

artists and winners of numerous bonsai recognition 

awards. If you followed the program concept of 

working on the same trees for the last few years, you 

should have a couple of bonsai trees well on their 

way to becoming show trees. But you need not bring 

the same trees each time. Bring any tree you need 

help with along with your tools and wire and be 

prepared to work on your trees at the meeting.  It’s 

too late for repotting but some styling and wiring can 

still be done. 

This is not a structured workshop.  It’s more 

of a walk-around workshop.  When you aren’t 

working on your trees take advantage of the 

opportunity to follow Howard and Sylvia around as 

they work with other members’ trees.  You can pick 

up a lot of good information that way. 

We will always have soft drinks and bottled 

water available and some donuts as well. 

 

Photos from this year’s LSBF 

Convention in Corpus Christii 

 
A Ficus retusa from the LSBF Convention. 

 

 
Mark’s Carissa at the Convention. 

 

 
A yaupon holly. Thanks to Steven for supplying the 

convention photographs. 



NOVEMBER BONSAI 

By John Miller 
Have you ever had the statements "The strength 

of a juniper is in its foliage" and "The strength of a pine is 

in its roots" explained?  The meaning is critical since all 

pine and juniper styling and care is based on these 

concepts. When I sat in on some workshops at the 

convention in Corpus it came to me that I had never heard 

the meaning before.  It has to do with how those types of 

trees have developed in nature to be able to repair damage 

they have received. 

The juniper, with its scale leaves, manufactures 

food whenever healthy foliage receives sunlight.  Even in 

winter it can make a little food and consequently has not 

had a need to store a large quantity of energy in its roots.  

That is also why in styling it you need to be sure the tree 

has some healthy foliage with plenty of growing tips on 

each branch.   

Pines have had to replace shoots and branches, 

whether lost to ice and snow in mountains or to wind and 

waves in lower seacoast elevations.  They must have a 

ready source of energy to grow new candles and therefor 

store that energy in their roots.  You can safely remove all 

two year old needles and style in the fall. 

Now that we are going into the repotting season 

it’s time for a reminder that articles like this are always 

just guidelines.  Each tree in your backyard is a special 

case and you should look at it individually each time you 

water.  Be sure it is not getting stressed. Is it really 

healthy?  Any signs of problems-- wilting, color ok, 

leaves good?  Does it need attention immediately?  If so 

place it aside and come back to examine it and take 

appropriate action.  I have repotted deciduous trees in July 

but not in the normal manner. At an abnormal repotting 

special attention is needed during the repotting and for the 

aftercare. 

 

BIG NOTE:  If you have a tree that is weak and 

unhealthy you should not attempt to style it in any way, 

just get it happy by adjusting its soil, feeding, and getting 

rid of any parasites.  Styling just adds to its stress and 

problems. 

Learn to think in terms related to plant 

characteristics instead of calendar periods (i.e. use ‘when 

dormant’ instead of October, ‘candle growth’ instead of 

April, etc).  That will enable you to read bonsai articles 

correctly whether written in Japan Florida or wherever.  

Note that some tree cultivars (like the cork bark black 

pine) are notably weaker than the standards of the species 

and require different pruning and care. 

You should have your winter quarters ready.  

Select one for deciduous trees that will be out of the sun.  

Air circulation is good but too much wind will desiccate 

them especially in freezing temps.  Be sure you will be 

able to check their watering.  Clean up all debris. 

 

Most important is winter is to keep the soil 

moisture at a proper level.  This sometimes is hard to do 

because the trees do not use as much water as when they 

are growing.  However the cold winds will dry out the 

tops quickly.  I believe that most winter damage in Texas 

is due to lack of water rather than to low temperatures.  

Mulch helps keep the roots warm and retards evaporation 

but it makes for difficulty in seeing if the soil is damp 

enough.  Most soils with enough organic material to keep 

the tree happy in the summer will be too wet if watered 

daily in the winter and wet cold means root rot. 

Before putting the trees into winter storage treat 

them for over-wintering insects and eggs.  Dormant oil 

spray is good on trees with no green, foliage or buds.  A 

dilute solution of lime sulfur is an old gardeners dormant 

spray for insect and fungus control.  Use it on very cool 

days and dilute it 1 part lime sulfur to 20 parts water.  Be 

sure to read the label on your bottle in case there are 

different strengths available.  This solution should also be 

applied to benches tops, posts and the soil surrounding 

them (if you have gravel instead of grass) to eliminate 

hiding eggs and spores.  If you have a greenhouse treat it 

also before the weather gets too cold to put your plants 

outside or move them to one end while you treat the other 

end. 

At this time of the year deciduous plants do not 

need fertilizer.  Evergreens will continue a slow growth 

and will benefit for a light fertilizer feeding.  Use one with 

a lower nitrogen (first number) like 0-10-10 or 8-8-8 at no 

more than 1/3 the recommended feeding rate. 

Watering should be done with care during the 

cool and/or cold weather.  Deciduous trees will use some 

water to replace what is lost to winds and evaporation.  

Evergreen trees will need a little more but not as much as 

in summer.  The easiest way is to sort your pots into 

groups, those that dry quickly, those that are slower to dry, 

and those that seem to stay damp.  This will let you water 

faster and yet not over-water the ones staying damp.  

Make a note to repot the ones staying too damp. 

Repotting of hardy trees can be done anytime the 

trees are dormant.  However it is safer to do that chore in 

the spring as the buds are swelling.  New roots will start 

forming immediately upon repotting in order for the tree 

to absorb water.  If you do repot in the fall you should 

protect the new roots from freezing during the winter.  Do 

you need to change the pot?  Making notes at this time 

while getting the trees ready for winter will give you 3-4 

months to find the proper pot.   

When trees go dormant which indicates a reduced 

sap flow they may be pruned, that is have major limbs 

removed.  Trimming may also be done while the leaves 

are off the trees and you can see what you are doing.  

Evergreen types will probably still be active.  Pruning 

them should be held until later.  Foliage can be removed 

when half has turned color to remove some pathogens and 

to enjoy their winter silhouette.  



By this time any tropical you have should be 

under cover.  Most do not like the temp below 50 degrees.  

All tropicals should be checked and treated for any insect 

problems since any insects will multiply fast when they 

get into warmer quarters.  Spider mites and scale can be 

especially damaging if the plant is moved in the house 

where the humidity is low. 

The semi-tropical plants like crape myrtle 

pomegranate, pyracantha, and some south Texas natives 

need to go dormant to stay healthy over a long time but 

they cannot take much cold on the roots.  They will be 

killed by temps somewhere between 25 and 30 degrees.  

These I set down on the ground and mulch for light 

freezes and then bring into a protected area for the colder 

winter.  Sometimes I will let them go dormant for a month 

and then take into the greenhouse to start early and I can 

enjoy their new foliage in January. 

 

Whoever Heard of Wings on Trees? 

Elms Found in Texas 
By Diane Lowe – Reprinted from the 

September, 2016 BSD newsletter    

Part 2: Non-Native to Texas  
 

Chinese Elm - Ulmus parvifolia  
Other Common Name – Lacebark Elm, and 

the many cultivar names  

Chinese elm is a medium-sized deciduous tree that 

typically grows to about 40-50’ tall with a rounded crown and 

long pendulous branching. It is native to China, Korea and 

Japan. It is noted for its excellent foliage, multi-colored bark, 

rapid growth and good resistance to Dutch elm disease. 

Insignificant, small, reddish-green flowers appear in late 

summer, much like the cedar elm. It has small elliptic, shiny 

dark green leaves (up to 3” long) that have small teeth. Leaves 

typically turn an undistinguished dull yellow in fall, but 

sometimes produce more interesting yellows or reddish-

purples. One of the most ornamental features of this tree is its 

mottled bark. On mature trees, bark flakes to reveal patches of 

gray, cream, orange, brown and green.  

The Chinese elm is one of the most cultivated elms. 

Many cultivars are available for size and form that make them 

particularly desirable for bonsai. This is just a partial list:  

  'Catlin' is a dwarf which is why it is used so often for 

bonsai;   

  'Drake' has small, dark green leaves, sweeping, upright 

branches forming a  rounded crown, and greater leaf retention 

being almost evergreen in California  and Florida;   

  'Dynasty' has smooth, dark grey bark, smaller leaves and 

is vase-shaped, with  red fall color in the north;   

  'Frosty' has a small (0.75-

inch-long), white-margined leaf 

which may revert  back to 

green;   

  'Emer I' has a dark green, 

fine-textured uniform crown 

comprised of ascending 

 branches with bright orange, 

grey and brown exfoliating bark. 

It is a relatively new introduction 

and the parent tree is reportedly 

50 years old, 32 feet tall and 54 

feet wide;   

  'Golden Rey' is reportedly 

hardy to USDA hardiness zone 6, 

is a moderate grower and may be 

denser and more compact than the 

species. This cultivar was 

selected for its yellow new foliage 

color which deepens to golden yellow in autumn;   

  'Pathfinder' has been extensively tested in Ohio for 30 

years (USDA hardiness zone 5a). It has a single trunk with 

broad, upright branches and grows at a moderate height. Bark 

is nicely exfoliating, fall color is a rich red;   

  'Sempervirens (Pendens)' is more round-headed, weeping 

and spreading with persistent foliage, almost evergreen in 

USDA hardiness zones 8b through 10; and   

  'True Green' has glossy, deep green leaves, a graceful, 

round-headed outline, and tends to be evergreen.   

 Other Chinese elm cultivars we commonly see in bonsai 

include ‘Hokkaido’, ‘Seiju’ (a sport of Hokkaido), ‘Corticosa’ 

(Cork Bark), ‘Yatsubusa’, ‘Catlin Contorted’, ‘Stobe’s Dwarf’ 

and ‘Fuiri’ (variegated leaves). Many of us refer to these bonsai 

trees with the cultivar name, but in reality, they are all cultivars 

of the Chinese elm.   

 

Siberian Elm – Ulmus pumila  

Other Common Names – Asiatic Elm, 

Dwarf Elm  
 

Siberian elm is a fast-growing tree native to the Asiatic 

Plains and distinguished by small toothed leaves about 1-21⁄2 

in (3-7 cm) long and half as wide, and pointed at the tip. That 

makes is smaller than the American elm and branches tend to 

droop as they get older. Unlike other elms, the leaf base is 

usually symmetrical, forming a nearly even "V". Leaves are 

smooth and dark green above, paler and nearly hairless 



beneath, and alternate from side to side along twigs. Mature 

trees reach a height of 50-70 ft. (16-22 m.), with a round 

crown of slender, spreading branches. The bark is rough, gray 

or brown, and shallowly furrowed at maturity. Twigs 

are nearly hairless with  

small, blunt buds. Flowering occurs in the springtime. The 

small greenish flowers lack petals and occur in drooping 

clusters of 2 to 5. After flowering, a single seed forms in the 

center of each smooth, flattened, circular, 1⁄2 in (10-15 mm) 

wide fruit.  

It is a very hardy 

tree, with brittle 

wood that is subject 

to breakage. It is also 

extremely 

susceptible to insect, 

disease, and 

herbicide damage, 

which makes it an 

undesirable tree. 

However, it has 

proven to be 

resistant to Dutch Elm Disease, which has resulted in many 

cultivars being created. Many view this tree as invasive and 

would welcome its removal. So why mention it? For one thing, 

it is now found in Texas and throughout most of North America. 

Additionally, having come across this interesting information 

from Gerald Klingaman, retired Extension Horticulturist, it 

seemed like something fun to share.  

At the beginning of the twentieth century the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture embarked on a series of plant collecting trips to 

the far corners of the world to bring back useful plants. One of 

their most successful plant explorers was Frank Meyer. Meyer 

made four extended trips into the Far East, including a two-year 

swing through Siberia. There he collected hardy forms of 

alfalfa, clovers, fruits and the Siberian elm. In addition to this 

elm and many other woody plants, Meyer is remembered today 

for his introductions of soybeans that helped establish the 

American soybean industry, for zoysia grass, and the ubiquitous 

Bradford pear tree.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meyer’s Siberian elm was brought to North Dakota to a USDA 

experiment station. The tree flourished in that climate, and 

when the Depression and Dust Bowl left the Great Plains 

desperate for a windbreak, USDA scientists began planting 

Siberian elms. Once the tree was widely planted, its flaws 

became readily apparent. The biggest of these is elm leaf beetle, 

which shreds the leaves each summer and turns the foliage 

brown by August. Its susceptibility to ice storm damage also 

showed up early. Otherwise, the tree is tough as nails and is now 

common throughout the country. The tree was also imported 

into Europe but its reputation seems to be no better there. 

Interestingly enough, it is found in the UK, but not as a 

landscape tree. It is almost exclusively used there for bonsai.  

 

Summary  
I sure do know a lot more about elms than when 

I started, so hope you have enjoyed the research. It is a 

long-winded way of saying that both cedar elms and 

winged elms have ‘wings,’ so don’t use that as the clue to 

tell the two apart. The best way to tell the difference is 

that cedar elms bloom in the summer/fall and winged elm 

bloom in the spring. The other clue would be the size and 

feel of the leaf. The cedar elm leaf will be smaller, thicker 

and have a rougher surface than the winged elm. 
 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

Acting President: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: We need a volunteer! 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net 
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